[Polymorphism of the IL1RN gene in Spanish patients with ulcerative colitis].
The etiology of the inflammatory bowel disease is unknown. Previous studies have shown an association between the allele 2 of IL1RN, the gene that encodes for the interleukin 1 receptor antagonist (IL-1ra), and the inflammatory bowel disease. We have analyzed the incidence of the IL1RN alleles in 41 patients with ulcerative colitis and in 40 healthy subjects. Our results show the same allelic distribution between the subjects with ulcerative colitis and the healthy population. These results suggest that the allelic variants of the VNTR of the IL-1ra gene are not associated to a higher susceptibility to ulcerative colitis in Spanish population.